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forefront of their force. Berkeley, naturally anxious to avoid
killing his wife and helpless women, left Jamestown to its fate.
The unhappy business was finally ended by the death of
Bacon, which was followed by the immediate break-up of his
party and peace with the Indians.

What happened thus in Virginia is an example of the
tragedies of Indian warfare in the Puritan colonies. In spite
of all precautions and resolute justice in all dealings with the
native tribes, it was inevitable that there should be a struggle
to the death between the two races. In Plymouth, Connecti-
cut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine the red-
skins were gradually being ousted from their territories and
hemmed in to restricted areas by the encroachments of the
English settlers. At first they were ready enough to barter
their land for gaudy toys or old flintlocks, but afterwards they
began to realize that the future and very existence of their race
were threatened by the increasing power and ever-advancing
settlements of the pale-faces. Their savage pride was wounded,
their jealousy was inflamed, and their smouldering hatred was
ready to break out into the fire of passion and murderous
lust whenever an opportunity occurred for wreaking then-
vengeance.

To do them credit, the Indians waited generally for some
excuse of injustice or cruelty on the part of their enemies
before taking to the war-path, and such excuses were not want-
ing in these colonies, where the inhabitants were so scattered,
and in these isolated districts so free to act without let or
hindrance save from their own conscience.

One .of the most thrilling chapters of Indian warfare is that
known by the name of 'King Philip's War.1 Philip, or
Metacom, as he was called by his own people, was the chief of
the Pokanoket tribe, which had for a long time maintained a
friendly .alliance with the Puritans of Massachusetts and
Maine. By repeated purchases of. territory, his people had
been driven into two necks of land along the coast, and
Philip's soul was sad and angry at the loss of his father's
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